Spacesailer 22

CALIBRATION  

Calibration is very important for improving and maintaining boat speed.

Halyards

Pull the genoa halyards to the mast head (with a line to retrieve). Then mark with waterproof felt pen the halyard just before it enters the jammer.    Also mark the deck below that.       This is the maximum the halyard can ever go – so label it say “10” and mark and number the deck in 50mm calibrations towards the mast from that max point.

Genoa Cars

Measure back from the stem say 3.5 meters to create a datum point to check that both sides are the same then number the tracks say 1 to 42 with high numbers aft.

From these calibrations you should be able to build up a chart like the following:


            Halyard                                       Sheet


Light        Medium    Heavy         Light        Medium   Heavy

#1
 5
 6      
 7     
32      
35
38

#1 1/2
  1
 3
 5
16
24
27


#2 etc

Spreaders

Mark a black band 100mm in from the outer tip as a visual reference for trimming the genoa. This is very useful. Also mark the spreader 100mm from the mast, this gives either the leeward trimmer or the windward helmsman a reference for forestay sag.

Other areas that require calibration are:

Main Halyard

Mark the main halyard when the main head is at the black band, then mark the mast or deck below that.

Inner Forestay (When adjustable)

Mark as following:   0 = Mast straight to 5 = 50mm bend etc.

Backstay

Pull the backstay on to maximum and mark with three bands, then set to just firm and give that one big band then find half way between and mark that with two.

Outhaul

Mark numbers on both sides of boom – high numbers aft.

As I mentioned, generally on the wind have the outhaul tight to very tight depending on the wind strength. Reaching off half, running off 100%.

Spinnaker Sheets (8mm spectra)

Place a mark when the pole is about 150mm from the forestay – this enables quick shy work. Also very important to have tweakers both sides to control the spinnaker sheet / brace.

Topping Lift

Mark position of average setting, again ideally 6-8mm spectra.

Spinnaker Halyard

Mark full hoist position on halyard.

Generally with the halyards try to keep the area clean with just genoa halyard and 1 spinnaker halyard, 1 topper and 1outhaul leading aft.

The main halyard and reefs should all be led forward.   The vang you may wish to split and bring aft and outboard.

EQUIPMENT

Genoa

 Genoa sheets should be 10mm– the lighter the quicker tacking.

Main

The sheet should be 10mm.

Spinnaker

Spectra tweakers abeam of the cap shrouds and maybe no kicker – just single sheet system.   Tweakers should be controlled by cam cleats i.e. Servo 22.   A Spinlock type jammer is recommended for the halyard - preferably on the starboard side of the mast. 

Generally pull everything off the boat and only put back that which is necessary.   It must be stored between the mast and companionway – water and fuel tanks empty.

Remember the most important areas of racing are the “transitionals” i.e. tacking, gybing, starting, mark rounding.    Also remember the two horizons or planes that I explained, for you and the main trimmer. Use your mainsheet with vang control to be your primary gust response, keep the boat flat and fast.

Feel free to ring with any queries.

Regards

Will Hammond

08) 9430 5366


